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GOD'S ABOUNDING LOVE 


BY REV. T. 


« (Continued from Last Week) 
How Deep Is God's Love? 


Oh, how impossible it is to pro- 
Claim the love of God. David says 
that it is from “everlasting to ever- 
lasting. There is no measuring line 
that can plumb its depths. God’s 
love has descended into the vilest 


hovels of sin and shame. Dens of} 


y vice have been penetrated in order 
that man might be rescued from 
sin. “I was in an horrible pit,” 
David says. “He brought me out 
and set my feet on the solid rock.”’ 
That should be enough. There nev- 
er was a depth that God’s love 
could not reach. 


When Nansen was looking for 
the North pole, his ship entered 
into deep waters, each day he 
( gathered up rope and let down the 
_ plummet to measure the depth of 
‘ the ocean at a given point. One 
* day he came to a place where he 
* knew that the water must be ex- 
ceptionally deep. He let down the 
plummet, but was not able to 
sound the depth. The next day 
he gathered up all the available 
rope on board the ship and at- 
tached it to the line. Down, down, 
‘went the plummet, but it never 
reached the depth. In his report 
he wrote the exact length of the 
line, and regarding the depth, 
“DEEPER THAN THAT.” So, 
sinner friend, no matter how low 
you have fallen, no matter how 
deep you have sunken in the quag- 
mire of sin, no matter the depth 
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|of depravity, God’s love goes deep- 


er than that. 


|“Through all the depth of sin and 


loss, 
Drops the plummet of the Cross, 
Never yet, abyss was found: 
Deeper than the Cross can 
sound.” 


Do you want to know the ex- 
tent of the love. of God? Behold 
Adam, who was created in the 


image and likeness of God. It was 


through sin that he became con- 
scious of his nakedness. From his 
high estate, clothed with the glory 
of God, he fell to the planes of 
nakedness and shame. He heard 
God walking in the garden and was 
terrified. God said, “Adam, where 
are thou?” This was not the cry 
of an angry God. Rather, it was 
the agonized cry of a broken heart- 
ed father. Adam did not seek God; 
God sought Adam and restored him 
to fellowship through the slaying 
of an animal, typifying,the time 


when “the Lamb of God should, 


take away the sin of the world.” 
“The Son of Man came to seek 
and save that which is lost.” It 
is man who is lost. It is man who 
has lost his fellowship with God. 
It is man who has lost his God- 
given inheritance. It is man who 


has lost his right, title and deed | 


to the glories of heaven. It is God 
who is seeking to restore man to 
his rightful position. It is God who 
is pleading with sinful hearts. 
is God who is moving heaven and 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 
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CHRISTMAS 
GREETINGS 


With our hearts full of 
gratitude to God for His 
boundless blessings, we come 
tq the close of 1936. May 
we thank each reader of The 
Sword of the Lord for your 
part in making this paper a 
success. Your prayers, your 
letters, the subscriptions you 
sent in have helped us to get 
out the gospel. With all our 
hearts we thank you and 
praise God for you, the 
thousands of readers of The 
Sword of the Lord. 

May this Christmas be the 
best you ever had. May the 
promise of the angel, ‘Pease 
on earth, good will toward 
men" really be true in your 
heart. May Jesus be more 
real to you than ever. May 
you realize the same joy in 
Christ as the shepherds had 
when they first saw the babe 
in the manger and the wise 
men when they fell down and 
worshipped Him and gave | 
Him their gifts. 

May God give us grace 
this year to give to our Sav- 
iour all the gifts among our 
treasures and the heart's love 
and devotion that rightfully 
belong to Him, our dying 
Saviour, our risen Lord, our 
King! 

Happy Christmas and God 


bless you. 


John R. Rice ) 
Mrs. Elizabeth J. Ridgway 
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|a comfort to me. 
_I could do without it, so the money 
_inclosed is to renew my subscrip- 


| paper 
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- Comments 


“Wills Point, — 

“Brother Rice: 
“The Sword of the Lord is such 
I don’t feel like 


tion for another year. 

‘““May the Lord bless you in your 
work; 
(Signed) 


“Mrs. Sackie D.” 


“w Donnell, Texas 
“Dear Brother Rice: 

“A kind friend sent in my sub- 

scription to The Sword of the 
Lord for which I am very grateful. 
It has been a blessing to me as 
I do not get to go to church very 
often. I sure enjoyed the mes- 
sage, ‘Abounding Grace’ and. all 
the others. I have lcaned my 
‘Swords’ out to others, but am 
keeping them to send to my 
brother, 
“You will find inclosed $1.00 for 
which please send your wonderful 
to the two following ad- 
dresses. 


sé 


“May the Lord bless you all and 


| (Signed) 


your work. 
“Your friend in Jesus, 
“Mrs. W. A. L. 


“Dallas, Texas 
| “Dear Brother Rice: 
| “tT am renewing my subscription 
'to The Sword of the Lord. I en- 
| joy this paper very mech and am 
| sending $1.00 for two one-year sub- 
' scriptions. 


and to myself. 


“T pray God’s richest blessings | 
pray nts | most valuable time. 


on you and your paper. 
“Very truly yours, 
(Signed ) wt, es. OR & Fie 


“Danville, Iowa 


“Dear Folk: 

“Someone sent The Sword of the 
|Lord to us and we began to read 
|it. I saw Sam Morris’ name and 
| we feel like we know him because 


| we listened to his broadcast. I am 


Please send to some) 
|| shut-in somewhere for one year), 
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Office: 201 ‘East Tenth St.. Phone 6-6888 
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of Readers 


| glad he will come back on the air 
again. I like the little paper — 
wish I had fifty cents to send you 
but will inclose thirty-five cents 
to get it for a while and maybe 
it will be announced in this paper 
when you will come back on the 
air with your temperance talks. 
We have continued to pray for 
Sam Morris ever since we first 
heard him. 


“Thank you, 
(Signed) “Mr. and Mrs. A. L. A.” 


“Oklahoma City, O 

“Dear Brother in the Lord: 
“I have read your good Sword of 
the Lord since April 10, 1936. I 
get wonderful messages from it. 
Have intended to write you and 
let you know how I enjoy it, but 
I never had an offering to send 

and hated to write without... 
“I pray often for you and your 
true fellow workers in His work. 
(Signed ) “Mrs. Harry N.” 


kla. 


“Dear Sir: 

“I inclose 25c for your . paper 
six months, The Sword of the Lord. 
I like to read your good sermons. 
They have been a blessing to me. 
May God bless you all in your good 
work. 

“Thanking you for your kind- 
ness. I have received the paper for 
the last year. 

“Yours truly, 
“ears. 3. Fie 


“Terrell, 
“Dear Brother Rice: 
“Just a few minutes of 


(Signed) 


Texas 


your 
I want to tell 
you what a blessing your messages 
in “The Sword of the Lord’ have 
been to me. 

“Someone has sent me the paper. 
May God bless them and the pa- 
per, too. I am trying now to get 
subscriptions of four or more. Have 
two already. I hand the paper out 
to others. They are too wonderful 
to lay away. 
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WISE MEN FROM THE EAST 


“Now when Jesus was born in 


Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 


Herod the king, behold, there came 
wise men from the east to Jeru- 
salem. 

“2. Saying, Where is he that 
is born King of the Jews? for we 
have seen his star in the east, and 
are come to worship him. 


“3. When Herod the king had 
heard these things, he was troubled 
and all Jerusalem with him. 


“4. And when he had gathered 
all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people together, he demand- 
ed of them where Christ should be 
born. 


he 


And they said wnto him, In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for thus it is 
written by the prophet. 

“6. And thou Bethlehem, 
land of Judean, art not the least 
among the princes of Juda; for 
out of thee shall come a Govermor, 
that shall rule my people Israel. 

“7. ‘Then Herod, when he had 
privily called the wise men, in- 
quired of them diligently what time 
the star appeared. 

“8. And he sent them to Bethle- 
hem, and said, Go and search dil- 
igently for the young child; and 
when ye have found him, bring me 


in the 


A Christmas Sermon 


word again, that I may come and 


worship him also. 

“9. When 
king, they departed; and, lo, 
went before them, till it came and 
stood over where the young child 
was. 

“10. When they saw the star, 
they rejoiced with exceeding great 
joy. 

“11. And when they were come 
mito the house, they saw the young 
child with Mary his mother, and 
fell down, and worshipped him; and 
when they had opened their treas- 
ures, they presented unto him 
gifts; gold and frankincense, and 
myrrh. 

“12. And being warned of God 
in a dream that they should not 
return to Herod, they departed in- 
to their own country another way.” 


The coming of Jesus showed the 
world in a sad light. We would 
never know how wicked is the hu- 
man heart but for what men did 
to Jesus Christ. The crucifixion 
showed that God loved the world, 
but it showed also that the world 
hates God! 

So the birth of Christ revealed 
men. “There was no room for them 
in the inn’ when Jesus was born. 


they had heard the | 
the 
star, which they saw in the east, 
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Herdd planned to murder the Baby 
| Jesus and all Jerusalem was 
troubled when they heard that the 
long looked for King of the Jews 
was born. Most of the world knew 
little and cared less when a virgin 
gave birth to the Son of God. A 
few shepherds, Simeon, and Anna, 
the prophetess loved and wor- 
shipped the Baby Jesus. And with 
these, casting a sacred and holy 
light on the dark picture of wicked, 
Godless men despising the Light 
of the world, are the Wise Men 
from the East. 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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GOD’S ABOUNDING LOVE 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


earth to save man from a terrible 
doom. 

“For God so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish... .”’ 


Should Not Perish 


How little we realize the love ot 
God. Unthoughtedly we sing, 
“Rescue the Perishing.’’ I often 
wonder at the little we give toward 
the rescue of the perishing. There 
are a lot of foolish persons who 
are trying to rule Heil out of ex- 
istence. How little they under- 
stand of the purpose of God. How 
little they know of the sin ques- 
tion. Hell seems to be a mystery 
in the mind of both preachers and 
laymen. I want to say here and 
now, THE SIN QUESTION DID 
NOT ORIGINATE WITH MAN. 
Sil began before the first rose 
bloomed in Eden. It began before 
the first ray of light penetrated 
the mists of a ruined earth. Sin 
began with the fall of Satan and 
with the rebellion of Angelis. Guud’'s 
doom was pronounced upon those 
that sinned long before the exist- 
ence of man. “God spared not the 
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angels that sinned, but cast them 
down to hell, and delivered them 
into chains of darkness, to be re- 
served unto judgment” (II Peter 2: 
4). 
Heil is just as much a prepared 
place as the earth is a prepared 
place. It was not prepared for man 
but for the devil and his angels. 
We have a law in our land .nat pro- 
nounces the death sentence upcn 
murderers. That law was made 
before I was born. It was not made 
for me, but if I foolishly put my- 
self in the way of that law, by 
committing murder, I immediatcly 
come under its condemnation, The 
state would be unjust if it wouta 
calmly overlook my act of pre* 
meditated murder. To condemn one 
and to let another escape condem- 
nation would be unjust. Therefore 
God could not be a just God and 
let man escape the penalty pro- 
nounced against sin, after He had 
invoked that penalty upon celesti« 
beings. Therefore GOD LUvwrL 
US AND GAVE HIS SON FOR 
US. In order to redeem man, 
someone must bear God’s judg- 
ment upon sin. CHRIST BECA,» 

OUR SUBSTITUTE. Christ did not 
die a natural death. HE DIED A 
SUPERNATURAL DEATH. His 
death was voluntary and substitu- 
tionary. God gave His Son that 
WE MIGHT NOT PERISH. I read 
of a murder case the other day. 
A young man had taken the life 
of his sweetheart in a moment of 
passion. The old father was im- 
mensely rich. Appeal after appeal 
was made. Batteries of legal 
talent were employed; months and 
years elapsed. Finally the sentence 
was commuted. BUT THE FA- 
THER SPENT ALL THAT HE 
HAD in order to save his son from 
the death sentence. Why did he 
do it? BECAUSE THE FATHER 
LOVED THE SON. The fact that 
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_Edenic parents were not satisfied 
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the son was guilty made no differ- 
ence. His guilt did not separate 
the boy from the love ofthe fa- 
ther. We see these things taking 
place on earth every day; and then 
cannot understand THE LOVE OF 
GOD. God loved us and gave 
Christ in our stead to remove the 
penalty against us. God only left 
us one thing to do: BELIEVE. 
“That whosoever believeth on him 
might not perish.” We continually 
reject the love of God; we contin- 
ually shun the grace of God, by 
refusing to believe His Word. May 
God help you, sinner friend, if 
you persisit in putting yourself in 
a position where God’s love cannot 
reach you — you will have to pay 
the inevitable penalty. 


God’s Word is fixed and settled 
in heaven. “The soul that sinneth, 
it shall die.”” God cannot deny His 
own Word. God cannot condemn 
the angels and pardon man with- 
out a substitute. Christ is that 
substitute. You can believe on Him 
and be saved, or you can refuse 
to believe and be damned. God’s 
Word is immutable, irrevocable, 
and unerring. His judgment must 
stand and will stand. His Word 
is absolute, therefore: 

“For if the word spoken by an- 
gels was steadfast, and every 
transgression and disobedience re- 
ceived a just recompense of re- 
ward, HOW SHALL WE ESCAPE 
WHEN WE NEGLECT SO GREAT 
SALVATION ?’» And how shall we 
escape if we refuse the love of. 
God? How shall we escape when | 
we insult God in refusing Christ 
as our Saviour? How shall we 
escape when we refuse to accept 
Christ’s righteousness? How shall 
we escape when we reject such 
matchless love? There is but one 
answer: WE SHALL NOT ES- 
CAPE. God did not ask you to do 
and live. He is asking you to BE- 
LIEVE AND BE SAVED. His gift | 
is to “whosoever believeth.” | 
Christ’s substituticnary death is| 
for ‘‘whosoever believeth.” God's | 
salvation is to “WHOSOEVER BE- 
LIEVETH.” “Whosoever believeth, | 
SHALL BE SAVED; . Whosoever | 
believeth NOT shall be DAMNED. | 


God's Love In Operation 

Of all the portrayals of God's) 
salvation, there are none so vivid | 
and clear as that of the prodigal! 
son. Jesus gives in this picture | 
the complete story of man’s degra- 
dation and God’s sovereign grac2 | 
and love. From the fall to restora- 
tion, it is God’s love that overlooks 
and overshadows the life of the 
prodigal.* No sadder picture can 
be painted than that of the pre- 
sumptuous, proud, self-willed and 
ambitious prodigal, who, despising 
the riches and goodness of his fa- 
ther’s household, departs from 
home and fireside to seek pleasure 
and profit in the world. Here we 
have the picture of the fall of man. | 
The prodigal became dissatisfied | 
with the provision of his father’s 
house. That is the direct reason 
Adam and Eve fell. “Thou may 
eat of every tree, save that of the 
knowledge of Good and Evil.’’ Our 


with every other thing in the, gar- 
den. They must have it all. The 
tempter’s voice did not fall upon 
unwelcome ears. The reason there 
are sO many falls, there are many 
ears outstretched to hear the voice 
of Satan: “Thou shalt not surely 
die.” 
The Prodigal Departs 


“Father, give me the portion of 
goods that falleth to me. And he 
divided unto them his living. And 
not many days after, the younger 
son gathered all together, and took 
his journey into a far country” 
(Luke 15:12). ' 

What a sad day it is to every fa- 
ther when the apple of his eye de- 
parts from his tender care. But, 
oh, what a sad day it is to Gcd 
when His creatures become dis- 
satisied with His provision and 
shelter and depart into a far coun- 
try. When the prodigal departs 
from “the Father’s House,” he is 
in a far country indeed. When any 
child of God deliberately leaves the 
path of peace, he is immediately 
in a far country. When you for- 
Sake the house of God, when you 
forsake the place of worship, you 
are in a far country. It may only 
seem a step to you, but, it is a 
far country to God. 


Wastes His Inheritance 


The prodigal had received an in- 
heritance and immediately squan- 


dered it. Every person born upon 


this earth has an inheritance of | 


God. Oh, it may not be silver and 
gold—-it may be something infi- 
nitely more precious. The saddest 
picture presented to the human 
eye is the dissipate. Some things 
are beyond the price of money. 
Every girl has in herself a price- 
less possession until it is squan- 
dered. Who can place a price up- 
on virtue? The freshness of an 
unspoiled countenance? The bright- 
ness of an innocent eye? Every 
man is born with a heritage that 
is much more precious than earthiy 
riches. Who past the meridian ot 
life, would not trade his earthly 
goods for the unabated strength of 
youth? Oh, how sad it makes the 
human heart to think of the purity, 
virtue, strength and beauty that is 
being squandered in the riotous 
pleasures of this sin-mad world. 
Men standing in their prime of 
life, launch out into carnal pleas- 
ures that sap their manhood, break 
their strength and rob them of 
their manly inheritance. Many girls 
today, and too many, are trading 
their God-given birthright for a 
mess of pottage. The skulking step, 
the furtive eye, tne pallid cheek, 
the sin-scars upon the countenance 
are engraved upon the face cf all 
those who travel the pace that kills. 
There is no sadder picture than 
that. Ella Wheeler Wilcox, in her 
poem, “The Squanderer,” depicts 
the sad picture of all prodigals. 


“God gave him passions splendid 
as the sun — 
Meant for the lordliest purpose. 
A part 


Of nature’s full and fertile mother | 


heart 
From which new systems and 
new worlds are spun. 
“And now, behold what he 
done, 
In folly’s court and carnal pleas- 
ure’s mart: 
He flung the wealth God gave him 
at the start, 
This of all mortal sins the dead- 
liest one, 
“At dawn he stood: potential, opu- 
lent, 
With virile manhood and emo- 
tion’s keen, 
And wonderful with God’s crea- 
tive fire, 
At noon he stands, all life’s large 
fortune spent, 


hath 


In petty traffic, unproductive, 
mean, 

A pauper, cursed by impotent 
desire.” 


Boys and girls! In God’s name 
count the cost before you choose 
the path. Before you throw away 
the indispensable gift of virtue, 
count the cost. Before you enter 
into a life of shame, be sure that 
you see the end of the road. The 
prodigal began to be in want. 
Someday this thoughtless genera- 
tion will want the things they now 
esteem so lightly. Girls who are 
now permitting licentious petting, 
will want the virtue they have 
thrown away. Some day you will 
see the man of your choice — some 
young man who is clean in mind, 
body and soul. You will want him 
for a husband. You will want a 
home. You will want children. You 
will want to feel the velvet hand 
of a baby on your cheek. You 
will want to hear childish laugh- 
ter pealing in your ears. BUT 
WHERE WILL YOU BE? You 
will be in want of virtue to offer 
a clean husband. You will be in 
want of a clean body with which 
to bear children. You will be in 
want of a good name to give them. 
And you may be in want of a 
healthy heritage to give them. Oh, 
God! How my heart goes out to 
the thoughtlessness of youth to- 
day. How I would like to gather 
them into my arms and shelter 
them from the heartaches that will 
some day be theirs. Do you know 
why I am spending my strength 
and my life preaching from three 
to five times a day? I'll tell you 
why! Because out in the field some- 
where, there is some father’s son, 
some mother’s daughter to be 
saved from a life of shame. Why? 
Because there are ten thousand 
t:mes ten thousand prodigals that 
need to hear that God loves them 
and can save them (Voices, 
Amen). 


The Prodigal Comes to Himself 


‘How often we would like to save 
the erring boy or girl from the 
scars of sin. But it is like trying 
to save a child from putting his 
hand on the hot stove. You can 
warn them, you can plead with 
them, you can threaten, them, 
but it is of no avail. They must 
put forth their hand to find 
out for themselves, just how hot 


a ma te ae 


the stove can get. When the prodi- 
gal came to himself he began to 
think. Do you know the trouble 
with the world? THEY DO NOT 
THINK! They sail the seas of cp- 
timism in boats withcut a sail 


and never consider their ways un-. 


til their feeble bark is crushed 
against the rocks. When you talk 
to them about their souls they say, 
“I want to think it over.” And 
they will not think. The Devil 
doesn’t want you to think. He has 
provided shows, dances, parties, en- 
tertainment, jazz, radio, and ten 


thousand things to KEEP YOUR | 
MIND OFF ETERNAL THINGS. | 


t 


Had the prodigal considered his 
ways before his departure, he 
would not have landed in the hog 
pen. Had the drunkard “thought” 
in time he would not have landed 
in the ditch. 


Where were the prodigal’s 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


on A 


\ Golden Krust 


[| Bread 
\ ~ WHITER 


/ MORE SLICES 
a ee eae 


FINER 


‘ 
* 


> 


» 
, 


With Go 


A FATHER 


Bible 


POC K E 


Handy size, 
printed on the new extra 
Oxford India paper. 
genuine leather, 
gold edges. Sizes 6%% x 


Weighs but 16 ounces. 
Specimen of Type 


> 


j } 
\@ 


d 


MOTH 


For 


Scofield Re 


Helps on the p 


EDIT I og 
OXFORD INDIA PAPER 


pocket editio 


Bound i 
overlapping 
cover, round corners, red un 


and only {4 of an inch thick, 


14 And the *Word we ” 
flesh, and dwelt among us, 


No. 33x UWbbksve<encde $6.00 


| 


4° 


; 


OXFORD INDIA PAPER 


ance, subject index, 


overlapping cover, 
Size 6% x 4% and only 
but 20 ounces. 


Specimen of Type 
14 And the *Word 


No. 40 Cloth Bound Red 
Childs Bible, Clear type pri 
substantially bound in cle 


THE SWO! 
201 E. 10th STREET 


POCKET EDITION 


WITH CONCORDANCE * 


The Oxford India paper, 
pocket edition, with concerd- 
pind 
Scripture names dictionary. 
Bound in genuine leatier, 
rouwl 
corners, red under gold edgess 


of an inch thick. Weighs 


, and dwelt among us, 


RED. Size 43¢ x 61% inche 
| (Add 15c pos 


% 


LARGE SIZE Ty#t SC 


No. 9 Cloth Bound Red Edges™. 
No. 90 Cloth Bound Red Edages. . 


y 


December 25, 1936 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


di- Jj 

to GOD’S ABOUNDING LOVE 

ee (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 

friends? They were gone! Why? | cision: “I will arise and go to my 
ail He had spent all that he uad. When | father.” 

in- the young sport has a pocket full The prodigal’s fortune was gone. 
ed of money, he will always have a | His strength was spent. His earth- 
Wk bunch of leeches to help him spend | ly friends were gone. He reeked 
ny, it. When the young girl is vibrant | with the stench of the hog pen. 
nd and beautiful, she has many amor-} Ragged and dirty, he represents 
vil ; ous admirers who will stay with| the condition of every sin-be- 
ras her until they have sipped the last | smirched, sin - stained, sin - defiled 
n- ¢ bit of nectar from the flower of | human derelict. He is a represen- 
on fe virtue. But when beauty is gone, | tative of every man who has had 
TR when she has spent all that she|his fling. He is the picture of ev- 
3s has, THEY LEAVE LIKE RATS | ery woman who has trodden the 
his DESERTING A SINKING SHIP! | primrose path. 

he ? There Was But One Place to Go| The beauty he once possessed 


“I will arise and go to my fa- 
ther, and will say unto him, Fa- 
ther, I have sinned against heaven, 
and before thee, And am no more 
worthy to be called thy son; make 
me as one of thy hired servants, 
and he arose and came to his fa- 
ther. But when he was yet a great 
way off, his father saw him, and 
had compassion, and ran and fell 
on his neck, and kissed him” (Luke 
15:18-20). 

O, broken heart! O, broken soul! 
O, backslider and sinner! There 
is but one place to go. There is 
but one refuge for human derelicts. 
There is but one solace for the 
outcast. “I whi arise and. go to 
my father.” What a decision. The 
prodigal was a great soul. He knew 
from whence he had departed. He 
knew the place of comfort and jcy. 
Straight as a homing pigeon he 
made his way there. May God help 
you to retrace your steps. May 
God help you to make the de- 
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was no longer his. The attractive- 
ness of his personality was covered 
with filth. No human being could 
love him. There was nothing about 
him to love. There was nothing 
desirable in his appearance. His 
very presence was repulsive. The 
path of sin is a devastating one, 
The bleary-eyed harlot, the be- 
sodden eyes of the drunkard, the 
shifty look of the libertine, is re- 
pulsive to all. No love can ‘be 
found for them in the human heart. 
Every door.of society is closed to 
them. Sin has scarred the counte- 
nance with awful lines. 


But the Father Loves and Forgives 


Oh, how little we know of the 
love of God. Truly it passes under- 
standing. While the prodigal was 
yet a great way off, the old fa- 
ther saw him and was moved with 
compassion. It 
THAT CAN LOVE A VILE SIN- 
NER. The father ran to meet him 
and fell on his neck and kissed 
him. He did not wait for him to 
have a bath and a change of 
clothes. He gathered him into his 
arms, rags, dirt, filth, stench and 
all. THERE IS A PICTURE OF 
THE LOVE OF GOD. 

“But God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Rom. 5:8). : 

God doesn’t wait for the sinner 
to clean himself up. To quit his 
meanness and to reform. How weil 
He knows that we have no 
strength with which we may re- 
form. That is why “When we were 
yet without strength, in due time, 
Christ died for the ungodly” (Rom. 
5:6). 

God doesn’t wait until we have 
taken ourselves by the bootstraps 
and have lifted-ourselves into heav- 
en. He is moved to ‘compassion 
while we are “afar off.” Oh, how 
sick I grow of these preachers that 
incorporate “works” into God’s sal- 
vation. 


Putting On Beautiful Garments 


“But the father said to his ser- 
vants, bring forth the best robe 
and put it on him: And put a ring 
on his hand, and shces on his feet’”’ 
(Luke 15:22). 

Again what a picture of God's 
love and salvation. Here the fa- 
ther clothes the lost son in new 
garments. That, beloved, is a pic- 
ture of God’s loving grace and sa!- 
vation. He takes our sin-dyed, sin- 
stained, sin-defiled garments and 
burns them on the altar of judg- 
ment. He cleanses our sin-black- 
ened souls in the BLOOD OF THE 
LAMB. When we step forth we 
are as white as snow (Voices, 
Amen!). We are new creatures. 
The scrrow of our departure is ex- 
changed to the gladness of the re- 
turn. Our mistakes are erased 
by His perfection. Our squandered 
inheritance is restored seven fold. 
The ring that was put on the prodi- 
gal’s finger, was a seal of sonship. 
It bore the seal of the father’s 
house. That is God’s salvation. We 
are not servants, we are children 
“And if children, then heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Christ” 
(Voices, Amen). We who were 
the children of wrath are now the 
heirs of God. We who were once 
dead in trespass and sin, are now 
made alive. Thank God! 


Rejoicing In Heaven Over One 


Sinner That Repents (Luke 15:10) 


“And bring hither the fatted calf, 
and kill it; and let us eat, and be 
merry; For this my son was dead, 
and is alive again; He was lost 
and is found. And they began to 
be merry” (Luke 15:23). 

IT am going to close in a minute. 
I ednnot express the love of God 
in words. It is too big and too in- 
finite. The human eye cannot see 
it. It moves in such mysterious 
ways. But thank God, I can feel it. 
I have experienced it. I know 
whom I have believed (Voices, 


is ONLY GOD 


WISE MEN FROM THE EAST 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) o 


Who Were The Wise Men? 

The Scripture simply says, ‘“‘wise 
men from the east.” Take a map 
of Bible lands and trace east 
across the desert to the first great 
land which will be Babylonia or 
Assyria. Evidently from there 
these wise men came. Babylon 
many years before had been in- 
fluenced by the great man Daniel, 
carried captive there when but a 
boy. He had been the most im- 
portant minister and wise man in 
the reign of several great emper- 
ors. The book of Daniel was writ- 
ten there, and most of it in the 
Chaldaic or Syraic language! We 
naturally believe that these wise 
men were spiritually-minded, saved 
men, acquainted with the book of 
Daniel and from that, knew about 
the Holy City, Jerusalem, and 
about the promised “King of the 
Jews.” 


Tradition says there were three 
wise men, but the Bible does not 
say. Perhaps most of us got our 
ideas from the novel, Ben Hur, but 
that good book is not inspired. 
There were three kinds of gifts, 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Per- 
haps there were three men, we 
do not know. 


Amen). 

All I can say to you is this: sin- 
ner, God loves you. Christ died 
for ypu; the Holy Spirit is wooing 
you. ~The voice of God is calling 
you to repentance. He wants to 
take off your filthy garments and 
replace them with Christ’s gar- 
ments of righteousness. He wants to 
Save you and keep you. The angels 
in heaven are waiting to make 
merry with you. You cannot save 
yourself. God does not expect you 
to save yourself. GOD WANTS 
TO SAVE YOU. God is just as 
anxious to embrace you in His 
arms as the prodigal’s father was 
eager to embrace his son. Jesus’ 
blood can wash the vilest sinner 
clean. God’s love can overshadow 
and over-rule every sin you have 
ever committed. You may be un- 
clean to every person on earth. 
You may even despise yourself, but 
God loves you. Satan may have 
dragged you through the muck and 
mire of sin, but God’s love is big- 
ger than that. 

“For where sin did abound, grace 
did much more abound. That as 
sin has reigned unto death, even 
so might grace reign through 
righteousness unto eternal life by 
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom, 5:20, 
21). 

You may have committed sins 
that you can not tell to any living 
being. But you can tell them to 
a God who loves you. Sin may 
have taken you to the depths, but 
God’s love can restore you to 
heights sublime (Voices, Amen!). 
Satan’s power may have been great 


to tempt you, but God’s power is 
greater to succor you. Satan's | 
power may have bruised you, ares 
God’s power is greater to heal you 
You may be dirty, but thank God! 
you can be clean. You may have. 
lost your inheritance, but yma 
God it can be restored through Je- 
sus Christ our Lord. | 


“Come ye sinners, poor and needy, 
Weak and wounded, sick and 
sore; 
Jesus, ready, stands to save you, 
Full of pity, love and power. 


“Come, ye thirsty, come and wel- 
come, 
God’s free bounty glorify. 
True belief and ‘true repentance, 
Every grace that brings you 
nigh., 


“Come ye weary, heavy laden, 
Lost and ruined by the fall, 
If you tarry till you're better, 
You’ll never come at all, 
“Let not conscience make you 
linger, 
Nor of fitness fondly dream, 
All the fitness he requireth; 
Is to feel your need of him.” 


How many will come tonight 
and receive the pardon that God 
has provided? How many will let 
the everlasting Father dress you in 
the garments of salvation. Will 
you let Him receive you and set 
you at His banquet table? If so, 
come! Don’t wait, don’t tarry. Get 
up out of your seat and come to 
Him. He is ready to save you, sin- 
ner. Backslider, He is ready to re- 
store you to fellowship. Come 


now! (many came). 


The word translated “wise men’”’ 

the Greek “Magi,” I believe 
which Young’s Analytical Con- 
cordance defines as meaning “Per- 
sian astronomers or wise men.” At 
least we know that these wise men 
were spiritually minded, saved men 
who knew that the Saviour was to 
be born and came to worship Him. 
At enormous expense and trouble 
these wise men came from the east 
to see Jesus, to worship Him and 
offering gifts. Perhaps they rode 
camels, we do not know. They had 
to cross a great desert or go 
around it. It would take many 
days to make the journey. It took 
Ezra and his companions four 
months to come from Babylon back 
to Jerusalem (Ezra 7:9). These 
men may have taken as much 


time. 
The Star 


The wise men said about Jesus, 
“We have seen his:star in the east’’ 
(Matt 2:2). And later the same 
star appeared to them again at 
Jerusalem and went before them 
till it stood over where the baby 
Jesus was (verse 9). The word 
“star” in ancient languages might 
have meant either star, planet, 
comet, or meteor. Astronomers 
have tried to pick out the star 
but have not been able to agree 
upon it. Why should they? If God 
sent a star to hearten the wise 
men, He could easily work a mir- 
acle about it and I believe that He 
did. He prepared a star just as 
in the book of Jonah He prepared 
a fish. The appearance of the an- 
gels was a miracle, the birth of 
the Saviour Himself, with no hu- 
man father, was the greatest mir- 
acle of all. Why, should not God 
work a miracle and prepare a 
heavenly body especially for the 
occasion, or move it out of its 
course in the Heavens to signal 
the birth of the Son of God, the 
Creator of all the fiery hosts of the 
Heavens! It is best to take the 
facts as mentioned in the Bible 
with the same simple unquestion- 
ing faith that the wise men had. 
They were astronomers, I have no 
doubt, and their keen minds must 
have been thrilled but with simple 
and child-like hearts they accepted 
the supernatural token and went 
to seek the King of the Jews! 


They Followed the Bible 


How did these wise men of the 
east know that there was to be a 
King of the Jews? Do you sup- 
pose God revealed to them super- 
naturally the facts about the com- 
ing Saviour without any human 
agency? Not likely. Remember 
that the Bible says “How then 
shall they call on him in whom 
they have not believed? and how 
shall they believe in him of whom 
they have not heard? and how 
Shall they hear without a preach- 
er?” (Rom. 10:14). It is God's 
plan that men shall learn through 
His revealed Word. God uses signs 
and dreams and wonders and 1m- 
_pressions and leading by the Holy 
Spirit, but He uses them to back 
up the teaching of His Word. We 
know from the Scripture that it 
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your offer. Can’t do without your 
paper. It is wonderful. 
“Your friend, 
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(Signed) M.” 
“Brother Rice: 

“Inclosed find $1.00 for four one 
year subscriptions to the Sword of 
the Lord to be sent to the follow- 
ing. 

“I read every word in The Sword 
of the Lord and enjoy it very 
much. 

“Mrs. C. H. H. 
Dallas, Texas.” 
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Mrs. John R. Rice, Fundamentalist 
Baptist Sunday School, 201 East 
Tenth Street. 
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Manager, The Sword of the 
and The Sword Book Room 


"Sermons 
That 
Are 

Different.’ 


A friend who 
lives in Fort 
Worth was tell- 
ing me last 
Saturday how 
much ghe en- 
joyed the ser- 
mons presented in The Sword of 
the Lord, how they encouraged ~ 
her, 


that she read and reread them. 
She said the sermons in The Sword 
of the Lord were different, deeper 
Spiritually, 

A lady who lives on Edgefieid 


called this.afternoon to ask about : 


some books for Christmas pres- 
ents and told us that after they 
read their copy of the paper pa 
passed it on to others. 

The book sales are incre 
daily. Two new shipments of boc 
arrived today. Miss Eula Lee whe 


helps in the book room has Seen 
kept busy unpacking books and } 
A great ~ 
deal of our Christmas trade is _— 


sending out the orders. 


from my old customers. One of my 
former customers ordered over 
$9.00 worth of books last week 
and $1.40 worth today. Recently 
we have received a number of let- 
ters from Bible teachers and 
dents stating what portions of the 


Scripture they were studying and © 


asking us to suggest helps. 1 was 
pleased that some of these requests 
come from people that I have 
helped select their Bible study 
books for several years past. We 
will be glad for any one to write 
for books and Bible circulars or 
write for information about helps 
on different bcoks of the Bible. 


Our special half-price subscription - 


campaign closes next Saturday, 
December 26th, at midnight. One 
interesting thing about this cam- 
paign is that so many that have 
sent clubs of four or more say that 
some friend had the paper sent 
to them and now they want to send 
it to their friends. The rapid 
growth of this paper is most re- 


markable. We are fast climbing to ° 


the 8,000 mark. A strong heaithy 
youngster at seventeen months cold. 
Out of the more than 7,000 sub- 
scriptions only sixty-one are com- 
plimentary and thirty exchanges 
with other papers. The rest are 
paid for. Today we received 133 
subscriptions. It is now 10:15 p. m. 
and Miss Fairy Shappard is busy 
at the graphotype cutting stencils. 
Her earnest desire is that every 
new subscription is in the mailing 
list on time so that no one will be 
late getting their paper. 


December 26th, midnight is not 
far away. While you are thinking 
about it, send your list, renew your 
own subscription, you will not want 
to miss the paper. Many things of 
unusual interest will be discussed 
in the paper the coming year. 
Things that you will want the full 
facts — both sides—it is indeed 
true that “The mills of God grind 
slowly but they grind exceeding 
fine.” 
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BOOKS 


-/ To Delight the 


Preacher, Teacher 
or Student 


A combination of three remark- 


c ble books on prophecy especially’ 


priced for Christmas gifts. 


Jesus Is Coming 
By W. E. B. 


Probably the greatest single, 


book on the second coming of 
Christ outside the Bible. 252 pages, 
cloth bound. Over a million copies 
have been printed in forty lan- 
guages! A remarkable text book. 
Especially commended by R. A. 
Torrey, J. Wilbur Chapman, A. T. 
Pearson, James M. Gray, Len G. 
Broughton, A. B. Simpson, L. W. 
Munhall and Robert E. Speer. 
Packed with Scripture. You should 
keep a copy at hand for repeated 


reference Price, 75c plus 10c post-' 


age. 


“Lectures On The 


Revelation” 


By Dr. H. A. Ironside 

Beautifully written, easy to read, 
clear Bible teaching on the book 
of Revelation. Nice cloth binding, 
366 pages by perhaps the most 
prominent Bible teacher in Ameri- 
ca. Brother Rice specially recom- 
mends this book. Rich in.teaching. 
Makes the book of Revelation fuil 
of meaning. Price, +190 det 10c 
postage. 


The Coming Kifiydom 
of Christ see 


By John R. Rice” 

Proof piled upon proof, Scripture 
upon Scripture on the premillen- 
nial return of Christ, the regather- 
ing and conversion of the Jews, 
the restoration of Israel to Pales- 
tine, the personal, literal reign of 
Christ for a thousand years. Four- 
teen chapters of exhaustive Bible 
teaching. Gives the order of events. 
Makes clear a multiutde of Scrip- 
tures not usually explained. About 
one-third of the book is Scrip- 
ture. 200 pages, beautifully cloth 
bound. Price, $1.00 plus 10c post- 
age. 


ALL THREE VOLUMES BEAU- 
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LIGIOUS LIVES OF CHRIS- 
TIANS, MAKING THE BIBLE A 
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On this combination you save 
85c on books already moderately 
priced. Send this combination to 
your pastor for a Christmas pres- 
ent or buy them for yourself at 
this unusual reduction in price. 
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per cover instead of cloth bound as 
above, and Jesus Is Coming, cloth 
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- WISE MEN FROM THE EAST 
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is God’s plan that men should hear 
the Word of God from other men, 
or read the Word of God as men 
have written it down. Cornei.:.is, 
a devout and prayerful man covid 
not be saved until God sent him 
Peter to preach the gospel. Abra- 
ham would not send Lazarus from 
the dead to preach the gospel since 
they already had the Bible, “io- 
ses and the prophets.” God honors 
His Word and demands that men 
hear His Word. When you follow 
what light you can get from the 
Bible, you may be sure that the 
Holy Spirit will lead you. He nev- 
ér leads contrary to the Bible and 
usually, at least, does not lead peo- 
ple who will not take the bible. 
So these wise men must have heard 
through the Scriptures or some 
man of God, of the coming Saviour. 


In Daniel 9:25 the wise men 
probably read of “The Messiah, 
the Prince,” that is, the King and 
the immediate context mentions 
the holy city of Daniel's people 
which is Jerusalem. And in the 
same verse THE WISE MEN 
FOUND A PLAIN PROMISE Or 
THE TIME WHEN THE SAV- 
LOUR WOULD COME, He was to 
come sixty-nine weeks of years, 
that is, 453 years, after the royal 
command went out to restore Je- 
rusalem in the days of hizra and 
Nehemiah. These wise men prob- 
ably knew about the records. shen 
they must have known that e 
time was at hand for the Saviour 
to be born! It is not surprising 
that the wise men knew-—it is 
more surprising that everybody 
else did not know. In fact, waen 
you read the gospeis with this 
in mind, it becomes evident that 
multitudes did believe the time was 
at hand for the Saviour to appear. 
When John the Baptist came, 
“many people mused in their 
hearts ot Jchn whether he were the 
Christ, or not.” (Luke 3:15; John 
1:20-22). 

God had revealed to Simeon that 
he should not die until he saw the 
Saviour (Luke 2:26). When Jesus 
worked miracles, the people said, 
“When* Christ cometh, will he do 
more miracles than these whica 
this man hath done?” (John ‘%: 
31; Matt. 12:23). Even the poor 
half-breed Samaritan woman with 
all her false ideas was looking for 
the Messiah and said, “I know that 
Messias cometh, which is called 
Christ: when he is come, he wiil 
tell us all things” (John 4:25). 
The Scribes and Pharisees must 
have known about this promise for 
all Jerusalem was troubled when 
the wise men asked where the 
King of the Jews should be born. 

It is important that we recog- 
nize here that God honored His 
Word. It seems almost certain to 
me that the wise men studied their 
Scriptures, that is, what Scriptures 
they had, evidently the book of 
Daniel, and therein they learned 
the time the Savicur was to be 
born. 

God gave the star for a witness 
but it was a witness to verify the 
infallible Word of God. 

The 19th Psalm shows that the 
Word of God is greater and more 
perfect than the heavenly bodies. 
The first six verses of that Psalm 
speak about the heavens, the fir- 
mament, the sun, etc., but verse 
7 then brings in the contrast that 
“The law of the Lord is perfect, 
converting the soul: the testimony 
of the Lord is sure, making wise 
the simple.” Nature is not perfect, 
but the Bible is! Nature bears wit- 
ness that there is a God, but only 
the Law of the Lord can convert 
a soul! Do not give the star the 
credit for revealing to the wise 
men all about Jesus. It was given, 
surely, as a token, an encourage- 
ment, a witness, but they got the 
Clear teaching, upon which they 
based their faith, doubtless, from 
the Word of God itself! Oh, that 
we would magnify the Word of 
God! 

If wise men from the East would 
travel hundreds and hundreds of 
miles on the single testimony of 
one verse of Scripture, Daniel 9:25, 
how ought we to serve God and 
live for Him with the multiplied 
thousands of promises in our Old 
and New Testaments! 


Why They Came to Jerusalem 


Why did the Wise men come 
to Jerusalem to inquire for the 
Saviour? Jesug was not born in 
Jerusalem. Buttthey followed what 
light they ad They acted in faith 


f 


on the Scripture that wag ‘Wie 
them. We know the book of Dan- 
iel was written in that, Eastern 
country, and that part of it, from 
Daniel 2:4 to Daniel 7:28, was 
written in Aramaic or Chaldaic 
(practically the same language) 
the language of the Babylonians. 
God must have intende. that the 
Babylonian people, and their de- 
scendants, should especially learn a 
lesson from.this book of Daniel. 
But Daniel does not teil where Je- 
sus would be born. It mentions the 
Holy City, Jerusalem, but does not 
mention Bethlehem, the birthplace 
of Christ. Micah the prophet telis 
us in chapter 5, verse 2, that the 
Saviour would be born in Bethle- 
hem. The wise men from the Hast 
came to Jerusalem. They could 
go no further until they got fur- 
ther light from the Bible! The Bi- 
ble led them to the Moly Land and 
to Jerusalem and then to Bethle- 
hem and to the Saviour. We should 
follow the Scripture as explicitly 
as did these wise men. The Bible 
always leads men to ,Christ when 
they toilow il. The Bible, whether 
Oid Testament or New is a sign- 
board pointing to Jesus Christ. 
Another interesting lesson is that 
if you want to understand more 
of the Bible, then act on what 
Scripture you already know. 


The Star Did Not Lead The Wise 
Men 


There is a popular. misconcep- 
tion about the star. The story is | 
generally told that the star led 
the wise men to Jerusaiem and 
then to Bethlehem. It did not, The 
star simply appeared in the east 
and then, without the star, the 
wise men followed the Scripture 
to Jerusalem. Later, after they 
had gone to Jerusalem, had én- 
quired and learned that the Saviour 
would be born at Bethlehem, after 
they had “departed” (verse 9), 
then the star appeared to them 
again, and went before them! The 
Scripture says, “Lo, the star!’’ It 
was a great surprise and verse 10 
says, “When they saw the star 
they rejoiced with exceeding ‘great 
joy.” When a servant runs before 
the king to clear the road, he 
not leading the king. When the 
star went before the wise men, it 
was not leading the wise mer. 
They were following God’s Word 
and God simply added the testi- 
mony of His ‘approval by the star. 
The Word of God is much more 
impcrtant than the star 

[ can imagine that as the wise 
men plodded long mile after long 
mile across sandy burning deserts, 
up rocky hills and across rivers, 
they must have said to themselves 
many times, “Are we making a 
mistake? Is all this time and 
money and sacrifice wasted in fol- 
lowing a vain hope? Have we 
played the fool to go so far with 
such little evidence to back up the 
Word of God?” They must have 
had their doubts. Faith does have 
doubts. Knowledge has none. 
When I first believed in. Christ, 
that was faith. After I had the joy 
in my heart and He proved Him- 
self in so many ways, my faith 
grew stronger, my doubts grew 
weaker, but when I get to Heaven 
my faith will be made perfect and 
will turn into perfect knowledge. 
“Faith will be lost in sight” until 
faith is completed. We may expect 
some doubts on the road. 

Some people believe that the 
happiest day of one’s life should 
be when he is converted, but that 
is not true. The way should grow 
brighter as you serve God better 
and know Him better. “The path 
of the just is as the shining light, 
that shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day” (Prov. 4:18). So 
the wise men had their doubts, 
their fears, their misgivings first 
and then, thank God, after they 
had got all the light they could 
from the Word of God and were 
acting in faith upon that light God 
gave them, the token of His favor; 
lo, the star appeared again: They 
had seen it in the east, now, to 
see it again and to have it prov- 
en that they were on the right 
track was joy unspeakable. ‘And 
when they saw the star they re- 
joiced with exceeding great joy.” 

Christian friend, it is joy fur- 
ther on! Fear not to take up your 
cross and follow Jesus. Fear not 
tu leave houses and land, father, 
mother, brother, and sister and all 
things for Jesus’ sake. Fear not to 
take Him a! His Word and believe 


all He said, and believing, to risk 
everything, that God will do, even 
what He has promised. In due time 
God will give you all the evidence 
you need if only you will follow 
His Word by faith. 


Do not depend upon feeling, for 
feeling is fickle. It ebbs and flows. 
Feeling may make a lost man feel 
that he is saved. It has many 
times made a saved man feel that 
he is lost. Feeling is often a dread- 
<ul liar! Your feelings are deceiv- 
ing since they may picture your 
own heart and not the heart of 
God. They are based too often on 
your own deeds, worthy of de- 
struction, and not on the marvelous 
grace of God. 

“Some one asked Luther, ‘Do you 
feel A 

That you have been forgiven?’ 
He answered, ‘No! but I’m as 

sure 

As there’s a God in Heaven. 

For feelings come and feelihgs go, 

And feelings are deceiving; 

My warrant is the Word of God, 

Nought else is worth believing. 

Though all my heart should feel 
condemned 

For want of some sweet token, 

There is One greater than my 
heart, 

Whose Word can not be broken. 

I’ll trust in God’s unchanging Word 

Till soul and body sever: 

For though all things shaJl pass 
away 

His Word shall stand for ever.’ ”’ 

The wise men had their joy. 
They saw the star but this joy 
came after obedience and faithful 
| following of the Word of God. If 
| they had not been on the road to 
Bethlehem, I doubt whether these 
men would have ever seen the star 
again, 


The Wise Men Were Saved 


These wise men did not come to 
cuddle a baby, to toss him in the 
air, to tickle him..under the chin. 
Instead, they came to»give gifts 
unto a King, to worship the Son 
of God, to trust in the Lamb ot 
God Who was to die for sinners. 
When they saw the Baby Jesus, 
they “fell down and worshipped 
him.”’ 

The gifts of the wise men tell 
a wondrous tale. These men opened 
their treasures and gave gifts of 
gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
They were fitting gifts. By faith, 
these godly men gave the things 
that would best picture that which 
was due Jesus. 

They gave Him gold. Gold is 
the tribute for a king and fit for 
the worship of a God. ,The Holy 
of Holies in the semple had only 
golden vessels. Gold, the universal 
money, as brought to Jesus sym- 
bolizes that He is the Creator and 
Owner of all things. To Him tribute 
is due. At Christmas time, we 
should offer gifts to Jesus, but all 
the year our tithes and offerings, 
given out of loving and surrendered 
hearts, should picture our humble 
submission to Him as Lord. 


Frankincense is a type of prayer 
and praise offered to Christ as God. 
They knew about the virgin | 
of Christ in spirit — at least, Laey 
knew this Child was the Son ot 
God. In some way, God had made 
it clear to their hearts that they 
should offer the kind of incense 
which was forbidden by the Mcsaic 
law to any secular use. I do not 
suppose they knew the Mosaic law, 
but in their hearts they knew that 
Jesus was the very Son of God, 
and they worshipped and praised 
Him as such, 
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Take away the tinsel and trap- 
pings of our modern drinking, eat- 
ing, carousing, commercial Cnrist- 
mas and give us instead a Christ- 
mas with a virgin-born Christ, an- 
nounced by angels and received 
with faith! Jesus is God! 

They brought also myrrh, the 
bitter spice which reminds us of 
those with which they wrapped 
the body of Jesus when He was 
buried. The myrrh reminds us of 
the bitter spices with which the 
roasted passover lamb was eaten. 
It speaks of death, of suffering, of 
the price of sin! These wise men 
from the east were wise indeeu, 
with spiritual wisdom, revealed by 
the Spirit of God. They knew that 
this Baby Jesus, some way must 
suffer for man’s sins, and dying as 
the Lamb.of God would take away 
the sins of the world. I do not 
think all this was clear in their 
minds, but I believe that God put 
the essence of it into their believ- 
ing hearts. 


So the Christ Child, at Christ- 
mas is pictured as the King who 
will reign, the King of the Jews 
at His second coming; the very 
God to whom men must give an 
account; and the dying Saviour 
who made atonement for the sins 
of the world! 


My friends, may this Christmas 
message lead you with humble 
hearts to search the Scriptures that 
will lead you to find the Christ more 
and more. If you do not know and 
love Him, I trust that you, like the 
wise men, will find Him, at any 
cost, and then finding Him, that 
you will open your treasures and 
give Him all the love and devotion 
of your heart! Trust Jesus as your 
Saviour this Christmas, love Him 
all your heart, claim Him 
openly as Saviour as did the wise 
men of the east! 
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